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This year’s course was different from the previous two Cannon-design sponsored health care design studios in that it was offered as a vertical studio, combining both senior and graduate students.  We also had more international students than before: from Belgium, France, Jamaica, and India.   The project, an ambulatory care center with an adjacent medical office building, was based on a program from Cannon Design.  Although we began the course planning to complete both projects, the student projects focused primarily on the ambulatory care center, while allowing space for the medical office building on the same site.  The substantial pre-design research component precluded the students from completing both projects in depth.  Students selected from three sites in Champaign, IL.  Two were suburban in nature along Mattis Avenue, the west side of town, the other more urban in its context, closer to both the downtown and to campus.

As in prior years, the course benefited greatly from a wealth of medical expertise provided both by Cannon Design as well as the Carle Surgicenter.  Visiting architects as well as an experienced medical professional, the head nurse of the Carle Surgicenter, brought a fresh perspective to the students’ designs.  Their participation was invaluable.  Our site visits to the Carle Surgicenter in Champaign, and to Patients First in Washington, Missouri, also proved extremely valuable to the course.  So too was the visit to Cannon Design headquarters in St. Louis, where students had a day-long opportunity to mix and mingle with architects on staff and to learn about projects in progress.

I was pleased with the results from this semester, both the design process as well as the design projects.  Students worked well in teams and their designs progressed significantly throughout the term.  As a faculty member, the opportunity to work with Cannon Design staff made the experience exceptionally rewarding.. I am most grateful for the support from Cannon Design.  Our TA and web site would not have been possible without it; both have allowed the course to be preserved long after the semester is over.


During the course of the semester, we submitted the healthcare design studio as a competition entry for the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) prize.  Our TA, Altaf Engineer, and I worked closely on the submission.  It was a difficult task as both the board and accompanying portfolio had to include no identifying information, and as a result, critical information from the prior two studios was not able to be included.  The requirements for anonymity also precluded us from listing this web site, a potential wealth of information for jurors.  Although our entry did not win, we learned from the jurors that our project generated much discussion, it ranked approximately 12th of all submissions, and we were encouraged to re-submit next year. 

