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The Healthcare Design Studio sponsored by Cannon Design was a unique experience for me. Not only was it the first semester that I was a teaching assistant, but also my first time in a studio that worked so closely with an actual architecture firm. This was also a leading design firm in healthcare that sent reviewers from their office for each design review, gave us some wonderful presentations, as well as had us at their office for a day long field visit. So working for this studio was a big responsibility in the sense that I had to live up to the expectations of not only my professor and students but also of Cannon Design itself.
The diversity in the studio lead to interesting exchanges between the students and us and amongst the students themselves. I definitely feel that having a diverse group in a class or setting makes it a better learning experience. From my point of view, it was interesting seeing the different way each individual and team approached the same design problem. There were three different sites and five teams working on one of these. The design program came directly from Cannon Design and like most real world projects, was undoubtedly more difficult than a regular studio design program. For the same reason, I think it was really good that the students were given a lot of research to do before getting in the actual design. The research was informative for both the students and us and helped each team channelize their design goals. 
As the TA, I also worked on documenting all the studio work on a course website. For this, I had to teach myself a new skill; namely web designing software. However, learning it wasn’t as hard as I thought it would be. I was happy about the fact that I could keep it current and updated for everyone’s reference which included the staff at Cannon Design.
Besides giving studio critiques and making the course website, part of my job was to submit the NCARB competition entry along with Professor Anthony in which we documented the previous two studios in board as well as portfolio format. I think standing twelfth place amongst thirty-three participants was quite an achievement for a first time entry. I’m sure Professor Anthony will bag the first prize in one of the next few competitions pretty soon and for this I wish good luck to her and her future students. Lastly, I must thank my students for being such a great group to work with and Kathryn Anthony for being such a great professor to work for.
