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FOCUS OF THIS STUDIO

The recent tsunami disaster underscores the need for adequate health care around the world. The design of healthcare environments has become increasingly important during the past few decades. The demand for high-quality healthcare environments has grown as well. Healthcare environments provide a unique set of design opportunities and constraints that distinguish them from other kinds of spaces. They are unusually complex and must serve the needs of many different users, including patients, visitors, medical staff, and administrative personnel. Perhaps that is why they are rarely assigned in academic architectural design studios—but they should be. That point was stressed repeatedly at the recent American Institute of Architects (AIA)/Academy of Architecture for Health (AAH) convention. Students need to be exposed to the possibilities of healthcare design while in school, as it offers a window into a world of architectural practice where their work will always be in demand. In addition, research is needed to identify and analyze approaches to healthcare design issues, and especially to assist designers in creating places and spaces that meet the complex needs of users. 

Cannon Design of St. Louis, MO, is consistently ranked among the top healthcare design firms in the world. Staff from Cannon Design will deliver a series of presentations to students about health care design to provide an overview of the field and to orient them to upcoming design projects. They will participate in the development of project assignments and in interim and final design reviews.

Course objectives are to develop:

1. an awareness of health care design and its importance to the architectural profession and to the public

2. an understanding of emerging theories, trends, and issues in health care design, both in the inpatient and outpatient environment. This will include recent research in the field of environment and behavior, and social and psychological issues in the design of health care environments.

3. an ability to critically examine and apply some of these theories, trends, and issues to the design of a specific health care environment

4. an ability to work in teams. Students will work in teams throughout the semester. 

Specific plans for the semester include:

1. site visits to facilities designed by Cannon 

2. site visits to local medical facilities in Champaign-Urbana

3. periodic design reviews conducted in innovative ways

4. development of a class Web site through which Cannon Design can view students' progress

