K. Anthony – AIA Development Directors Meeting – AIA National Convention

 May 10, 2003

Page 4

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

School of Architecture

Spring 2003

ARCHITECTURE 372

SENIOR HEALTHCARE DESIGN STUDIO

Sponsored by Cannon Design Inc.

Professor:   

Kathryn H. Anthony, Ph.D., Chair, Design Program Faculty

TA:


Anshuman Prasad

Credit:   

6 hours (undergraduates) or 1.5 units (Track 3 graduates)

Class met:

MWF 1:30 – 5:50 p.m. in 403 Architecture

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE ARCH 372 STUDIO COURSE DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Design and Exploration
Exploration of the boundaries of architecture and the built environment.  Focused exploration into specific design topic, such as issue-oriented building problems, urban design theory, intermediate building design and site planning theory, human-environment relationship theory, interdisciplinary design, and architectural design and presentation methods.
Course fulfilled the following criteria of the National Architectural Accrediting Board:  1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 26, 30. 

FOCUS OF THIS STUDIO

Course objectives were to develop:

· An awareness of health care design and its importance to the architectural profession and to the public

· An understanding of emerging theories, trends, and issues in health care design, both in the inpatient and outpatient environment. This included recent research in the field of environment and behavior, and social and psychological issues in the design of health care environments.

· An ability to critically examine and apply some of these theories, trends, and issues to the design of a specific health care environment

· An ability to work in teams; students worked in teams throughout the semester. 

Specific plans for the semester included:

· Site visits to facilities designed by Cannon in St. Louis.

· Site visits to local medical facilities in Champaign-Urbana

· Periodic design reviews conducted in innovative ways
· Development of a class website through which Cannon Design was able to view students' progress 
The design of healthcare environments has become increasingly important during the past few decades.  The demand for high-quality healthcare environments has grown as well.  Healthcare environments provide a unique set of design opportunities and constraints that distinguish them from other kinds of spaces.  They are unusually complex and must serve the needs of many different users, including patients, visitors, medical staff, and administrative personnel.  Perhaps that is why they are rarely assigned in academic architectural design studios—but they should be.  That point was stressed repeatedly at the recent American Institute of Architects (AIA)/Academy of Architecture for Health (AAH) convention. Students need to be exposed to the possibilities of healthcare design while in school, as it offers a window into a world of architectural practice where their work will always be in demand.  In addition, research is needed to identify and analyze approaches to healthcare design issues, and especially to assist designers in creating places and spaces that meet the complex needs of users.

Cannon Design of St. Louis, MO, is consistently ranked among the top healthcare design firms in the world.  Staff from Cannon Design delivered a series of presentations to students about health care design to provide an overview of the field and to orient them to upcoming design projects.   They participated in the development of project assignments and in interim and final design reviews.

PROJECTS

Three design charrettes were used to introduce the topic, followed by a major project:  the design of a 50-bed rural hospital.

FUNDS

Funding from Cannon Design was used to: 

· hire a Teaching Assistant to assist with the day-to-day course administration, desk critiques,  and to develop a course Web site

· support a class field trip to St. Louis, MO to visit Cannon Design’s office as well as recent health care projects

· host visiting critics from afar

· support a final design review in a different venue, along with lunch for students and all guest critics

REFLECTIONS ON THE STUDIO

From the faculty:  “This is the first time a firm has sponsored a design studio at our School.   In this sense, Cannon Design has really broken new ground. This studio has greatly enhanced the students’ education by offering them much more real-world, routine contact with architects than would normally be possible in school.  In fact, Cannon Design staff demonstrated an unusually high level of commitment to and involvement with our class, much more so than I anticipated.  Six members from the firm participated in class on 7 visits; on one visit they even brought one of their clients.  Mostly they came in pairs, and several made repeat visits.  This is especially admirable given that each visit required 6 hours travel time and 4-1/2 hours class-time—and only one of the architects is a UIUC alumnus.  Fortunately for me, the architects stressed throughout the course that the complex needs of the users must be thoroughly researched before leaping into the design process.   This is a point that I preach over and over again in all my design studios, but because it is not emphasized in architecture school, students often fail to realize its importance.  Not so here.  The architects strongly validated my own philosophical approach to design.

“The opportunity to hire a Teaching Assistant (TA) for a senior-level design studio at our School is virtually unheard of, and it was much appreciated.  The last time I had a TA was back in 1988—and I have longed for one ever since. It made my job much easier and made the class much more pleasant. Having the expertise of the TA also allowed us to document the entire design studio on the Web, something that otherwise would have been very difficult to accomplish.  This offered Cannon design staff the opportunity to view students’ work from afar, and it allowed us to save all student work—work which would otherwise be lost once the course is over--for our School archives.  Having design studio coursework on the Web helps raise the caliber of student design work from year to year.  It also helps the School provide evidence for future National Architectural Accrediting Board visits.  The visit to Cannon Design’s headquarters in St. Louis was especially beneficial, as we had the opportunity to see the breadth and scope of the firm's experience and to discuss several projects with the designers in detail.   

“From the school’s perspective, the gift from Cannon was an excellent investment of both time and money.  No doubt that all that time spent with students and faculty enhanced the reputation of the firm at our school.  Modest funds went a long way, benefiting 18 students as well as faculty in a short period of time, with tangible results.  In sum, for me, working with the architects at Cannon was like enrolling in a continuing education course in healthcare design.  They offered a fresh perspective based in the world of architectural practice.   I view it as a win-win experience for all.”  (Kathryn Anthony, Professor)

From the teaching assistant.   “It was a great experience, both dealing with students at a fairly advanced level as well as learning about healthcare design. My past experience as an architect working in the profession also helped me provide valuable design criticism to the students. The assistantship also helped ease the burden of critiquing all 18 students, providing them with greater teacher-student interaction and different viewpoints on their design work.” (Anshuman Prasad, Teaching Assistant)

From students.  “Working with Cannon this semester was very helpful, especially given the subject matter of our studio, healthcare.  We all knew little to nothing about this type of building and their expertise and feedback were essential in our learning process…. I was aware that individuals specialized in healthcare design, but I never realized its growing popularity and demand.  I have spent a lot of time in healthcare environments because my Mom is a nurse, so I have analyzed it from the visitor's perspective but never from the architectural standpoint.  My objective was just to learn as much as I could about the subject matter and given the scope of the project I feel that I have learned a lot that I can take with me and apply in the future.”  (Erin Blankenstein, senior)

“I think it has been a very good experience working with Cannon Design since we have gotten good advice on our projects and especially since we are doing health care, they understood the project more than other professors on our campus.  We also learned a lot about how to design healthcare buildings…I would consider working on healthcare design at some point in my career.”  (Lori Upton, senior)

“I think I learned a lot more about how everything actually works in the real world. I definitely think it was a positive experience….Before I took this course, I didn’t know anything about health care design. I was completely unaware of everything you have to consider in designing a hospital. By taking this course I wanted to see if this was a field that I might want to pursue, now after taking the course I don’t think it is for me.” (Ian McDonnell, senior)

“Before this studio, I was not very aware of healthcare architecture.  I have not spent much time around hospitals, so I did not know what all was included in such a structure.  By taking this course, I hoped to become more aware of healthcare facilities and the specifications of them.  Now that I have completed the course, I think I have a better understanding of what is included in healthcare architecture, but there is still a lot more to know. “ (Kevin Corzatt, senior)

“…the firm visit helped me decide what I wanted to do within the field of architecture.”  (Zalika Williams, senior)

“Before the studio, I was really afraid of having to deal with such a specific environment. I wasn’t aware of the new trends in health care architecture and it was amazing to find out breakthrough trends in this field. I tried to get as much as possible from Cannon Design and I think I had taken advantage of the knowledge that they had given to us in the reviews.“ (Daniel Vela, senior)

“Out of all my undergraduate studios, this was one the most valuable considering we were able to work hands on with the architects of Cannon Design. Not only were they practicing architects, but they provided the most valuable feedback seeing that they’re professionals of healthcare design. Their critiques were stronger and helpful compared to outside reviewers…I had no background knowledge coming into this semester about healthcare facilities, and that in itself grabbed my interest in the subject. I came out of this studio with a lot more information than I even thought I would gain at the beginning of the semester.”  (Tom Dowgiallo, senior)

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit our class website: http://students.arch.uiuc.edu/arch372-ka/  

(currently under construction)
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